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Calling triple zero (000) from within the St John First  Responder app 
will send your GPS coordinates direct to the St John State Operation 
Centre,  making it easier for an ambulance to locate you.  
 
The app is free on iOS and Android.   Download it today.  
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For current bushfire information & fire danger ratings 
 

emergency.wa.gov.au  

Community Breakfast 
Thursday 29th February 

 
To kick off the school year, we would like to welcome 
parents, families, and community members to our    
community breakfast on Thursday 29th February from 
7.30am. Come along to the school, meet the teachers 
and staff, see classrooms, get to know other families, 
and catch up after the summer holidays. This is our first 
fundraiser for our Year 4-6 camp, and we would love to 
see lots of people in attendance. $10 for all you can 
eat! We will be making pancakes, yoguhrt/muesli 
bowls and bacon and egg burgers.  
 

125th Anniversary of Frankland River 
Primary School in 2024 

 
Frankland River Primary School will be turning 125 years 
this year! We are hoping to hold an event to mark this 
occasion. As the school officially opened on the 13th of 
December 1899, we are anticipating holding the event 
during Term 4 of 2024. According to the rumour mill, I 
have heard that there is a time capsule located on the 
school grounds and I’d be interested to hear from any 
community members who know about it, and perhaps 
its contents. If you are interested in helping to plan the 
event or can shed light on the history of our school, 
please contact Bronwyn Morris at Frankland River     
Primary School on 9855 0500.  
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Phone (08) 9855 2310   Email: manager@franklandrivercrc.org.au  https://franklandrivercrc.org.au  

 
 

Our Services  
 

Government Information 
 
Public Library 
 
Computer Hire 
 
Wi-Fi Internet Hotspot 
 
Centrelink Access Point 
 
Desktop Publishing 
 
Printing 
 
Laminating 
 
Binding 
 
Business Courses 
 
Room Hire 
 
Photocopying 
 
Videoconferencing 
 
Containers for Change 
 
Tourist Information 
 
Kid’s Club 
 
Lifestyle Courses 
 
Job Board 
 
Souvenirs 
 
Craft  
 
The Franklander  
Newspaper 
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From the Principal's desk.... 
  
Welcome back to staff, students, families 
and community members. I hope that 

you all had a fabulous holiday and are ready for a fun 
and exciting year filled with great opportunities at our 
‘small but mighty’ school! 
 
We would like to welcome our brand-new Kindy        
students: Liam Argyle, Hugo Beech, Ryda Budd, Reuben 
Dowling, Griffin Morrow, Joa Oelofse and Will Russell 
who start their learning journey of formal education this 
year. We hope you enjoy your time with us here at 
Frankland.  
 
Term One promises to be an action packed one with 
swimming lessons, swimming carnival, Year 6            
Leadership conference and lots of other exciting events 
occurring. We look forward to working with you in 2024. 
 
Class Structures and Staff for 2024 
Kindy – Miss Rebecca Balmer and Mrs Jess Burcham (on 
Tuesdays) 
P/1 – Mrs Kate Warburton & Miss Bronwyn Jones 
2/3 – Miss Jodie Roberts & Ms Tracey Amabilino 
4/5/6 – Miss Olivia Beal & Mrs Alanna Higgins (Tues/
Thurs) 
Speech Pathology – Genelle Haynes (Tue) 
Visual Arts – Miss Morris (Wednesday) 
Physical Education – Mr Matt Gilbert (Wednesday) 
Italian – Mrs Adele Alvarez (Wednesday) 
 
On Wednesdays, students will need to wear their sport 
uniform, suitable shoes (e.g., runners), hat and have 
their own water bottle.  
 
With Mrs Hooper taking on the MCS role at Spencer 
Park Primary School, Mrs Janelle Jones our school officer 
will be our MCS for Term 1. Mrs Jones will work        
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Ms         
Catherine Warburton will be in the office each Tuesday 
and will take over the newsletter.  
 
Ms Tracey Amabilino will be continuing in her gardening 
role. 
 
With Mrs Sue Zur on leave for 2024, we are currently 
recruiting for a gardener.  
Check Gardener - Handyperson (jobs.wa.gov.au) for  
further information. 
 
Ms Tracey Amabilino will be sharing her love of books 
with us each Thursday through her library role. Students 
will need to bring in their library books, in a protective 
bag each Thursday so that a book exchange can be 

done.  
 
2024 Student Leaders 
Congratulations to our 2024 student leaders: 
Head Girl – Pollyanna Egerton-Warburton 
Head Boy – George Riggall 
Red Faction Captain – Jasmine Haynes 
White Faction Captain – Charlie Egerton-Warburton 
Sustainability Coordinator – Elizabeth Dove 
Student Councillors – Bindy Budd, Jacob Dawson, Zach 
Dickson, Bailey Ettridge, Aila Hopkinson and Hunter 
Roberts-Johnston.  
 
I look forward to working closely with all our Year 6 
leaders over the course of this term to help plan our 
first Year 4-6 camp fundraisers for the year. I know 
these students will lead by example and provide       
support to our students, staff and wider community. 
 
Swimming Lesson Wrap-up 
We have been fortunate to experience some lovely 
warm (hot!) weather during swimming lesson week. It 
was terrific to see the students not only make progress 
with their swimming skills, but also apply their           
organisational skills in getting ready for swimming, 
managing their belongings and being resilient.        
Swimming lesson week is a big week and our students 
handled themselves very well.  
 
Clean Up Australia Day - Friday 1st March 
In conjunction with the Frankland River CRC, our school 
will be participating in ‘Clean Up Australia Day’ on    
Friday 1st March. All students in PP-6 will participate 
and we will be walking to and cleaning up the area 
around the town oval. 
 
Swimming Carnival - Friday 8th March  
Students in Year 3-6 will be participating in a swimming 
carnival on Friday 8th March. If you can assist, please 
contact the office ASAP. FRPS is the host school for this 
event, and as such, need volunteers to ensure that the 
day runs effectively. ALL students in Year 3-6 will be 
participating in our swimming carnival. If your child isn’t 
a confident swimmer, or is early on in their swimming 
development, the expectation is that they still attend. 
We have heaps of novelty events to join in with, many 
of them on land and are focused on having fun! 
 
Participation in all school events is key to developing a 
strong sense of belonging and it is a fun day, so we’d 
hate to see one of our students miss out because they 
didn’t think/feel they are a strong enough swimmer. 
There are plenty of fun events for everyone to be      
involved in. 
 

https://search.jobs.wa.gov.au/page.php?pageID=160&AdvertID=344641&source=other
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V a l e  
Leonard (Lenny) Arthur Ettridge 

19/12/1947  -  2/12/2023 
 

Lenny was born the fifth of 10 children to Roma and 
Arthur Ettridge in Esperance where the family was on  
holidays from York. Shortly after, his father Arthur was 
awarded a grant of land in Frankland River through the 
War Service Land Settlement Scheme as a veteran from 
WWII. The family moved and established the farm as 
part of the wider expansion in the Bokerup area and 
this property named Kookaroo is still owned and       
operated by the Ettridge family.  
 
His early years of education through to Year 7 was at 
the Frankland River Primary School where Len was a 
champion athlete and keen sportsman, later playing 
football for the Frankland River team in the district. 
 
Len decided on a career as a shearer and it was during 
this time at the age of 19 while working in Mukinbudin 
that a short moment in time with a shooting accident 
left him a paraplegic, changing his life goals and         
aspirations. 
 
Len spent a long period of recouperation and with the 
support of his family was determined to be a survivor, 
not letting the accident define his life. During his time at 
Shenton Park, Len met and became firm friends with 
Frank Ponter and Bill Mather-Brown who introduced 
him to the world of wheelchair basketball. 
 
Len became a pioneer of wheelchair basketball in Perth, 
going on to represent Australia  at the 1980 Paralympics 
held in Arnhem, Netherlands as an Australian Roller. He 
excelled in wheelchair basketball and athletics and    
represented WA in multiple State teams in both sports, 
also representing Australia in the 1977 FESPIC games in 
both sports. 
 
In February 1972 Len married Christine Nokes and this 
union was blessed with a son Ben and daughter Kirsty.  
 
Len’s love of sheep work and sheep dogs, led him to a 
move back to Frankland to becoming a highly successful 
dog-breeder where after carefully researching            
pedigrees and tracing lineage, he started Kirbenvale 
Kelpie Stud on the neighbouring farm to Kookaroo, 
named Maybrook. Not stopping at a formula for a line 
of top working dogs suitable for yard and paddock, he 
used his immense patience to breed and train many 
champions which were also highly sought after for their 
sheep loading instincts in the cartage industry. Len    
quickly became the largest sheep dog breeder in the 
southern hemisphere with many of his champions being 
sold in Australia, New Zealand, United Arab Emirates, 

north and south America. Winning the National Puppy 
Trials in Victoria was another highlight in Len’s dog-
breeding career. The 1990/91 wool crisis impacted 
heavily on his business with the reduced number of 
sheep dogs being needed in the industry. 
 
After his basketball playing days, Len moved into   
coaching and worked with Patrick Hunt at the AIS to 
develop his coaching expertise. He coached many     
basketball teams including ten years with the WA   
Country U18 men's team, WA Metro U20 women,   
Wanneroo Wolves U20 and Division 1 champions,     
Willetton Tigers U20 Champions, SBL Assistant Coach 
Cockburn Cougars, Willetton Tigers and Mandurah  
Magic, Head Coach Perth Hornets NWBL (now the Perth 
Wheelcats), Head Coach Cockburn Cougars Men’s SBL 
team 1994. Later introducing his son Ben to coaching 
wheelchair teams Len assisted him with the Perth 
Wheelcats from 2004 through to 2009 winning four  
National Championships and a World Cup gold medal. 
 
Len was a volunteer at Capitol 101.7FM, as a long-time 
host of Country Crossover on Wednesday nights.       
During his rehabilitation time in hospital, Len had      
embraced his love of country music by becoming a self-
taught guitarist and entertainer initially entertaining the 
family and later as a solo performer Lenny Dee,          
becoming a regular at pub and tavern venues in Perth 
and Katanning and the Burswood Superdome. His      
version of ‘When the Rain Tumbles Down in July’ and 
the classic Graeme Connors ‘Let the Canefields Burn’ 
were regulars on his repertoire. Also known to many, 
working as a  member of the trio Three to Get ready he 
performed alongside Kingsley and Greg.  
 
Never one to stand still for long, Len’s work included 
time with the Commonwealth Employment Service and    
Centrecare engaged mostly working with long-time   
unemployed, was involved with the Paraplegic Benefit 
Fund dedicated to reducing the impact and incidents of 
spinal cord injury, spokesperson for safety delivering 
the message to mining companies onsite and in the 
boardroom that one slip, one moment can lead to a life-
time of regret and advocate for changes to the           
insurance legislation supporting farm accident injuries 
reform to name a few. 
 
Len’s mischievous side and love of practical jokes (many 
involving his wheelchair) leads to many fond memories 
amongst family and friends.  
 

Loving husband and father, devoted grandad… to others 
he was coach, motivator, role-model. Life wasn’t always 
easy, but Len was a force of nature, an inspiration to all 
with his courage and determination, a testament to a 
life well lived! 
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AI scams – The new face 
of deception 

 
Deepfake videos and voice impersonations 

are now a chilling reality. Scammers are weaponising 
artificial intelligence (AI) to create convincing video and 
audio of well-known people, work colleagues, family 
members or even someone you have fallen in love with 
online.  
 
Consumer Protection’s ScamNet is predicting the use of 
AI voice and video cons to be an emerging scam feature 
to watch out for this year. Just recently, we saw Andrew 
‘Twiggy’ Forrest hit out at social media giant Meta for 
allowing the publication of a deepfake video of him 
spruiking a fake cryptocurrency scheme.  
 
With the re-emergence of the ‘Hi Mum’ scam, ScamNet 
expects to see this evolve in Australia to using AI voice 
impersonations. It is already happening in the USA.  
 
Technology is making it easier and cheaper for        
scammers to impersonate voices or create deepfake 
videos. All it takes is for them to harvest a social media 
account and use less than a minute of someone’s voice 
to AI generate entire blocks of speech.  
 
A few photos are all that’s needed to create a realistic 
deepfake video. It’s a timely reminder of the value of 
locking down your  social media accounts. 
 
When it comes to romance online, Consumer             
Protection’s advice was to video call the person to verify 
they are who they say they are.  
 
This year we’re changing that advice. Arrange to meet in 
person and if they can’t, it’s a warning sign. Video calls 
may be manipulated by scammers with deepfake      
technology. 
 
 
But what should you look out for? 
When it comes to video, look out for unnatural      
movements of the eyes and hands, or the mouth not 
moving in time with the speech. The face may also lack 
detail, such as the teeth not looking as they should. 
 
With audio, the voice may have unusual speech 
patterns, or the person may not greet you how they 
normally would. There could also be a lack of emotion, 
or they won’t answer any of your questions.  
 
Be wary of unexpected phone calls, even from people 
you know, as caller ID numbers can be faked.  

 
Don’t share personal identifying information such as 
your address, birth date or middle name.  
 
Consumer Protection continues to urge everyone to 
‘practice the pause.’ Tell friends or family you’ll call 
them back to directly to verify their identity. Discuss 
creating a ‘safe word’ to say over the phone to confirm 
a real emergency. 
 
Consumers targeted by AI voice impersonation and 
deepfake video scams should report them to               
WA ScamNet via the website www.scamnet.wa.gov.au, 
or by calling 1300 30 40 54 or emailing                            
consumer@dmirs.wa.gov.au  
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F r a n k l a n d  R i v e r   
S o l i t a r y  S t y l e  P l a t e s  

 
 
 
 
 

Frankland River Solitary Style plates are available at 
a cost of $220.00.  They make a fabulous gift for 
birthdays, or the new car buyer.  
 

If you are interested please complete an               
application form from the Frankland River          
Community Resource Centre and return to Teresa 
Lawson with payment.  
 

Please call 9855 2310 for any enquiries.  

Celebrating a special occasion? 
 

If you would like to send congratulations, share the 
birth of a new addition to the family, post birthday 
wishes, celebrate an engagement, wedding, anniversary 
or special achievements we would love to hear from 
you! 
 

Email: franklander@franklandrivercrc.net.au 
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T h a t ’ s  S o  We i r d !  

Witches’ broom on Jacksonia causing red deformed growths, fasciation on Templetonia, chimera on orange rind, and phyllody on strawberry.   

Plant abnormalities have intrigued gardeners and 
botanists alike for many years. These abnormalities 
sometime result in strange growths or odd variations. 
Causes include environmental or genetic factors, 
pests, and disease. Below are some common          
examples, and perhaps you’ve noticed one or two of 
these before? 
 

Witches’ broom  
Witches’ broom is a symptom of stress in woody 
plants resulting in a deformed mass of twigs and 
branches, which looks broom-like in appearance. 
Causes include insect pests, viruses, fungi,               
environmental factors and genetic mutations. 
 

Fasciation 
Fasciation appears as abnormal flattened, ribbon-like, 
crested or elaborately contorted stems or leaves. 
Causes include hormonal, genetic, bacterial, fungal, 
viral and environmental.  
 

Chimera 
Chimera is the result of a genetic mutation. The    
overall appearance of fruit can be changed and      
sections of the rind or skin can appear striped and/or 
green. This is often reported in citrus where the rind 
colour is perfectly split between yellow and orange. 

Chimera leaf mutation produce variegated,                
misshapen, or completely white leaves. These         
mutations may be prized and propagated to create 
new varieties.  
 
Phyllody  
Phyllody is the abnormal development of the leaf  
tissue caused by viral infections or environmental  
factors resulting in an imbalance of the plant          
hormones. It makes leaves grow in strange places. 
 
Is control or reporting necessary? 
Not much can be done to prevent these oddities. 
Keep plants as healthy as possible to allow them to 
fight off pests and diseases as best they can. These 
weird and sometimes wonderful malformations can 
be a great talking point, but if you don’t want them 
on your plants, consider removing the affected parts. 
Remember to disinfect gardening equipment before 
and after, to avoid spreading pests and diseases.  
 
We would love to see photos of any weird or        
wonderful plant growths or variations. Take photos, 
tell us what you’ve found and on what plant.  
 
Photos can be submitted to MyPestGuide or the Pest 
and Disease Information Service (PaDIS).  
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YOGA 
 

Tuesday’s & Thursday’s 
6.30pm – 7.30 pm. 

 

Frankland Hall 

Active Farmers Fitness with Zali 
 

Mondays 5.30pm 
Wednesdays 7.30am 
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We are growing our business! 
 

We have dedicated teams on board 
 

So if you need help with your shearing. 
 

Give me a call   0427 338 913 

 

0427 338 913 
 

ANDREW McFARLANE  

Ranger Contact Number 
The Shire of Cranbrook Ranger can be contacted for 
all ranger services and queries on  
 

0499 799 133. 
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Recycling 
Dates 

 
Every second  

Monday 
 
 

4th March 
 

18th March 
 

1st April 
 

15th April 

 
 
 
 

 
Visitors Welcome 

 

Open weekdays 10.00 am to 4.00 pm  
 

Weekends and Public Holidays by appointment 
Frankland Rocky Gully Road   

 

Ph: 9855 1544 

We would like to take this opportunity to extend a grateful note of 

thanks to our annual advertisers who continue to support your   

local community paper with their paid advertising; some of these 

have been with us since inception of the local rag in early 1998.  
 

This greatly assists us with production costs. Thank you all. 

SHEARING 
0427 359 570 

 

P O BOX 558 
MT BARKER WA 6324 

 

CONTRACT OR COST  

ALKOOMI WINES 
1141 Wingebellup Road, 

Frankland River,  WA  6396 
 

FINE WINES & OLIVE OIL 
 

Visitors Welcome 
OPEN 7 Days  - 10am to 4.30pm 

 

Picnic Facilities, Chalets & Function Room Hire Available 
 

Telephone: (08) 98 552 229 
Fax: (08) 98 552 284 

 
Email: info@alkoomiwines.com.au 

www.alkoomiwines.com.au  
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27 

Yoga 6.30pm 
 

 

28 
Play in the Park 

Cranbrook 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

After School Club 
 
 

29 

Nunijup  
Patchwork 

 

Op Shop 
10am - 1.30pm 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
Yoga 6.30pm 

1 

Waste Station 
7:30am - 
11:30am 

 

 

2 
Op Shop 

8.30 - 12.30 
 

 

3 
Waste Station 

7.30am - 11.30am 
 
 
 

 

4 

Public Holiday 
 

Recycling 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

5 

Yoga 6.30pm 

6 

Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

7.30am 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

After School Club 
 
 
 

 

7 
 Nunijup  

Patchwork 
 

Op Shop 
10am - 1.30pm 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Yoga 6.30pm 

8 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 
11:30am 

 

Article deadline 

9 
Op Shop 

8.30 - 12.30 
 

Fox Shoot 

10 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

CRC Family 
Fun Day 

11am - 3pm 

11 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

5.30pm 
 
 
 

 
 

 

12 
FRCCG AGM 

5.00pm 
 

Yoga 6.30pm 

13 
Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

7.30am 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

After School Club 
 

 

14 
Op Shop 

10am - 1.30pm 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Yoga 6.30pm 

15 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 
11:30am 

 

 
 
 

 

16 
Op Shop 

8.30 - 12.30 
 
 
 
 

 

17 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

18 
Recycling 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

5.30pm 
 
 
 

19 
Yoga 6.30pm 

 

20 
Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

7.30am 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

After School Club 

21 
 Nunijup 

Patchwork 
 

Op Shop 
10am - 1.30pm 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Yoga 6.30pm 

22 

Waste Station 
7:30am - 
11:30am 

 

Article deadline 

23 
Op Shop 

8.30 - 12.30 
 

 

24 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

Catholic Mass 

25 
PFA1 First Aid 

Course 
8.30am  

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

5.30pm 

26 
 

Yoga 6.30pm 

27 
Active Farmers 
Fitness with Zali 

7.30am 
 

Play in the Park 
Cranbrook 

 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

After School Club 
 
 

 

28 
Op Shop 

10am - 1.30pm 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Yoga 6.30pm 
 
 

29 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 
11:30am 

 

 
 

30 
Op Shop 

8.30 - 12.30 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

F E B R U A R Y  /  M A R C H  2 0 2 4  
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Frankland River Community Resource Centre 
8 Wingebellup Road 
Frankland River 6396 

 

Phone:  9855 2310 
 

Email : franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 

The Franklander 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

• Ambulance    000 
• Primary Number for ALL  
  Emergency Assistance  000 
 
 

• Hospital Mt Barker  9892 1222 
• Hospital Albany   9892 2222 
• Poisons Info Centre  13 11 26 
 
• Cranbrook Police   (08) 68013840 
• Crime Stoppers   1800 333 000 
 
• Fire Brigade: 
  Frankland Town  0427 552 321 
  Frankland  0458 552 271 
  Chief BFCO  0407 261 005 
 
• DFES    1300 657 209 
 
• Vet Mt Barker   9851 1177 
• Vet Kojonup   9831 1666 
 
• Southern Agcare   9842 2956 
• HACC - Mt Barker  9851 2015 

 

Church  Announcements  
  

Angl ican 
 Cranbrook:  

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday   10.00 am  
at St Oswalds Church 

Contact - Jan Pope 0417 981 264 
 

 Tenterden: 
On a 5th Sunday of the month 10:00 am 

at St Mildred’s Church 
 

  
           

Bapt is t  
 

No services at Frankland River until further notice 
 

Cranbrook Service 10.00am 
 

Cranbrook Frankland River Baptist Church  
Services are also uploaded to YouTube  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCV4n1qkuX_cJ7LwacAgAdAw  

 
 

Contact Jason Watterson 0439 976 989 
 
 

Cathol ic  
 

    Parish Priest Father Ely Comanda 
 

 Ph 0421 282 775 

 

  Contacts:  
Clarissa Devine 0497 545 334 
Debbie Coole 0427 240 556 

 
Mass Times - 3rd Sunday of the month 

at the Frankland Catholic Church at 3.00pm. 
 

     All new community members warmly welcomed. 

 

TO THE  
RESIDENT 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4n1qkuX_cJ7LwacAgAdAw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV4n1qkuX_cJ7LwacAgAdAw

